Krakatad
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10 000 ycars
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The Indencsian island of rosc from the depths of the sca
between and _____ _ewer aceo. The island was
the resdlt of velcanic activity.

The slepes of the island were covered with a trepical and
popdUlated by a wide varicty of right 4p te the very meodth of the
velcane.




When the beean te crupt in 1883, lecals fearcd the werst.
Residents of the ncichbeduring islands were terrificd by the thuandereodus

and the walls of heuscs. The rumbling lasted several
, and then the sky was covered by dark ; ash began teo fall
from the .




the cliffs
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Four massive were heard on 26 Adgcdust 1883. The island
literally jumped, scattering inte the air; twe-thirds of the island
disappcarcd bencath the surface of . The explosions cast stoncs
a distancec of up te Kilemetres. The was s0 leud that it

was hecard in distant




a tsunami
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thirty metres

E

A fricate 36 000

Anethcr natdral disaster - - soon followed. The wave of Uup
te in heicht washed away of the
ncichbedring islands. A tetal of pcoplc perished.

ancherced in port was later feund away in a junglc in Sumatra.




after the craption - blecked
the rays of from rcaching the Earth. The island was burned and
breoken apart; of the land had disappcarced bencath the sca,

Ncarly the entire planct

and the remaining land was covered and ash. No traccs of
animal or plant lifc remainced; all that was visiblc were brownish-red
strecams of lava, and piles of ash and stencs. The lava had
barcly coolcd beferc the wind began te creodc the Cliffs and poewerfdl
ctched strcamicts into the slopcs.




After six
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meonths the first siens of life were discovered on the new island,
which had been ¢iven the name . And what was the first creature
bravc enoeuch te return te this scorched land?

It wasn't bacteria capablc of enduring hich temperaturcs, but a commen
spider - a small inconspicuoUs that we can scc flying on thin
threads daring herc in oUr country. It was these threads
that carricd the spider through to the island, where it
immediately began to spin a new and wait in vain for flics.
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the lava
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Rescarchers arriving the next ycar were intriguced by the bldish streaks
in the that filled the depressions . This was bluc-
green algac, an ancient and primitive plant that preparced the seoil for
merc demanding spccics. Where did it come from if everything had been
burnced after the cruption? The micrescopic spPeres were broucht to the
island . The bluc-¢green algac and scaweed preoliferated,
decompeosed and prepared the soil for meorce advanced plants that came
soon afterwards. Some licht sceds arrived on the wind like the spider;
others were delivered to the island , still ethers
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a meniter lizard

In just six ycars the island was acain and bystling lecation.
The first animals arrived; flics and flitted abeve flowers,
aphids and crawlcd over Ikaves, and spiders waited for bues te
cct caught in their webs. Ameng all of this buzzing and hamming of small
crcatyres appcarced , a tryc giant, whe prebably arrived
on frem Java. It's cven pessiblc that the lizard made its
way to the island on its own; they arc ¢oeod , after all.
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on the

years the island was covered
as wgll as

from the sherc up te the pcak of
arthropeds and reptilces,

In 1933 areund onc theusand spccics of animals were

island, mainly birds,
plant spccics.

Incredible as it may scem, within
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The enchanting little island attracted numereodus natyural ,
travgliers and . They teok their and paintings with
them, and when the wind blew away all of their in the sand,
it was as if they had never been te the island at all. But that wasn't
entirely truc. They left behind of fresh water, which was
soon used ; these became the next permancnt residents of
the island.
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the visiters
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development

Pcpper sccs |

But the a strancc with white blessems that ne onc had
&ver scen beferc appcarced at the site of their camp. from
feed had lcft behind started te grow very well in the

island's conditions.
In this way pceplc unintentionally began to influence the natural
of the island.
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a father

terrifying

child of Krakatad

Krakatad became in 1927 when a son was bern frem the sca.
velcane began to form in the sca; today it is necarly as big as the
. This velcane is named Anak Krakatad, er

The yedung island is new wild and , bat life will still
overpower it seme day.
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visiter

Rakata
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the futyre

Todayne ____ te the island ef wedld recognize what had
happened here ycars ace. Only charrcd trec trunks arc
uncevered by Cresion as an eccasional reminder of the distant
traccedy. What decs held for the island?
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